
BISHOP TOAI'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2A23
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Dear Brothei-s and Sisters,

At Christmas we enjoy singing christmas carots. we atso
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speciat word of thanks, therefore, this Christmas to atl our

musicians and singers, and acknowtedge the time and effort
you put into preparing for the carol services, and most

especiatty for the Christmas Liturgies.

ln the Sacred Liturgy we cetebrate the Mystery of the

lncarnation, the Birth of our saviour, christ the Lord, at

Bethtehem. ln recatting his birth, as we cetebrate the Hoty

Eucharist, we renew our faith in his tiving presence within
and among us, and ptace our hope in Life jn Chrjst jn jts

futtness in eternity. As Christians we desire to be "other

h tife and seek to show the love of Jesus jn our rela:ionsllps
rate at A4ass we strive to put into practice jn who vre are anc
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Christs" as we journeY throug
and activities. What we ceteb
in atl. that we do.

This year Christmas fatts on a Monday. We have two important retigious days - the 4th

Sundiy of Advent and Christmas - on top of one another. We have a fine opportunity to

rnake it a particutarty spirituat and hoty Lnristmas by attending two Masses, from the time

the Vigit on Saturday Evening to Chrisimas Day itsetf. We atways have ptenty to pray for

and this Christmas witt be a plrticutarty good time to do so. St PauL offered us great words

of enco, uragement tast Sunday in hjs Ietier to the Thessatonians:

,,Be happy at att times; pray constantly: and for al.L things give thanks to God, recause this

is what God expects you to do in Christ Jesus."

Our Christmas Carots often refer to Bethtehem, O Littte Town of Bethtehem being especiatty

wetI known and toved. Our thoughts and prayers at Christmas this year are pai-tic!,lar-[y for

the peopte of the Hoty Land, Patestinians and Jews, and for a tasting peace to encj the war

and'halred. May the Angels'song as they appeared to the shepherds in the fietds near

Bethtehem ring true:

"Gtory to God in the highest Heaven,

and peace to men who enjoy his favour".

I wish you atl a hoty, and peace-fitted Christmas, and the btessing of God for 207-4.

Yours in Christ

+ Joseph Toa[,
Bishop of Motherwe[[


