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THE TWEI VE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
We are no doubt famitiar with the Christmas song 'The Twelve days of Christmas'. To most
it is a detightful nonsense rhyme set to music. But it had quite a different purpose when it
was written. Between 1558 and 1892, Catholics in Engtand were prohibited by taw from
practicing their faith in any pubtic way. 'The Twetve days of Christmas' was written as one
of the 'Catechism Songs' to hetp young Cathotics learn the tenets of their faith - a memory
aid, when to be caught with anything in writing indicating adherence to Catholicism would
mean automatic imprisonment.

The 'true [ove' mentioned in the song is not an earthty suitor but God himsetf.

The 'me' to who the gifts are given is every baptised person.

fhe Partridge in a pear tree is Christ. He is symboticatty
presented as a mother partridge who feigns injury to decoy
predators from her hetpless nesttings. Remembering the
expression of Christ's sadness over the fate of Jerusatem as
l-,e traveIted along the streets of Jerusa[em in the direction
a' Cai, a:,; "ie i-,;saiernl Jerusaleml Hor.,' often '.vould I have
shettered you under my wings, as a hen does her chicks, but
you woutd not listen!"

The two Turtte Doves are the Old and New Testaments of the
Bibte.

The three French Hens are the theotogical virtues: Faith,
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Hope and Charity.

The four Catting Birds are the four Evange[ists: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

The five Gotd Rings are the first five books of the Bibte known as the 'Pentateuch': Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

The six Geese a-taying are the six days during which God created the wortd.

The seven Swans a-swimming are the seven Sacraments: Baptism, Penance, Confirmation,
Eucharist, Hoty Orders and Marriage.

The eight Maids a-mitking are the eight Beatitudes in Saint Matthew's Gospet: Happy the
poor in spirit...; Happy the merciful...; Happy the gentle...; Happy the pure in heart etc.

The nine Ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the Hoty Spirit: [ove, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfutness. gentteness and setf-controt.

The ten Lords a-[eaping are the Ten Commandments.

The eteven Pipers piping are the eleven faithfut Aposttes: Peter, James, John, Andrew,
Phiiip, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of Atpheus, Barthotomew, Jude Thaddeus and
Simon.

The twetve Drummers drumming are the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles' Creed,
the Creed we profess on a Sunday and Sotemnity. Father McGachey
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THE CHRHSTMAS SEASGN

SUNDAY Z4Lit DEe EffiBER - THE NATIVITY OF OUR LURL,
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MONDAY 25Ih DEf EI,A,BER - THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

The Mass of Christmas 9.30am
The Mass of Christmas 11.30am

TUESDAY D'T':T,FS=HTH- J.SIh FEAST OF SA.!NIT STEF"+fi'
There witt be no 10an-r Hoii/ lfie-SS cr Iucharjstic Service today' ai Sa'-: ]'.i43's

WEDNESDAY DETFMBER 27TN - SATURDAY 3O='
loi5, P',os arr, 9,35am, 1Oam Hoty Mass

There is no Expcslli:. cf Ine B[.essed Sacrament thls ,',;:'

suNDAy 3 i sr DEe EitSER - rEAST GF THE HOLY Far,liu i
HoiyMass (Vigit !3i1,r-cayi 4,30pmr,9.30am and 11.30ar

MONDAY 1't JANUARY: SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE MOTHER CF GOD
WorlC Day of Pra,ver f or Peace

Festal Hoty Mass 1Oarn A.fter Mass today, bctttes of Hoty Water, blessed curing
Mass, wil[ be djstributed to those present

TUESDAY zOd JAF.iUARY - FEAST OF SAINTS BASiL AND GREGflJRY

There witt be no 10am Hoiy l,nass oi'Ir-icharistic Service today at Saint Bi-icle's

TUESDAY 3'd JANUARY _ SATURDAY 6TH JANUAR,Y
Hoty Rosary 9.35am, 1Oam HotY Mass

There is iro Expcsiiicn of the Biessed Sacrament this week

SIJNDAY 7TH JANUARY - THE FEAS.[-I=F THE EFIPHEI{Y *F OUR L*R.D
t/iqit rMass Sa.turda\r 4"3Cpm" 5r:nCa.y 9.3Oam a.nC 11.3Sarn



THANK YOU AND CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
'Fh" Season of Advent has been made special this year, by the great attendances at our

I seasonal liturgies. Particutar thanks is due to the peopte who regularty attended the
I daity Hoty Mass - between 55 and 65 each day, which is very good indeed. As wetl as

the many hundreds who attend Hoty Mass here each Sunday; at the most recent census in
tl^.,^*L^- rl^^ 4.,.^l^,, ^rr^'^ )^-^^ ..,^^ 1)', ,."Lj^L :- C-^L^-L:-ll\uvEiliusl, Lris.)uiluciy ClLLEiiLiqrluL- vvctJ l-,/ - vvlllLl i l) rqllLGJLrvl

As the Parish Priest of Saint Bride's, I am humbted by the
financial support you give your parish. This is very much to
your credit, given the financial pressures we att find oursetves
under this time. Sincere thanks for your generosity. Your
support for the cottections for the Loaves and Fishes
Foodbank, as we[[ as the Canon Ryan Appeat, not to mention
the Parish Christmas Raff te and Fayre, has been truty
magnificent!

My sincere thanks to those who are committed to the service
of the Parish - the sacristans, seryers, church cteaners,
musicians and choristers, readers and extraordinary ministers

of the Eucharist, those who [ook after the attar [inens and sacred vestments, the pass

keepers, the Chitdren's Liturgy group, the counters and those who bank the cotlection,
those who assist me in putting together the weekty Buttetin, those who curate our parish
r',ebs ie anc medja llatfo'.-:s. and those who stream our Sunday fulass. Moreover, I shoutd
[ike to thanx ihe olhers r',ir. r.'.,srk in the background to ensure the snrooih running of the
parish, in particutar those men and women who give of their time to work in the Hait; those
who administer the 200 Ctub; my thanks too to the parish Legion of Mary and the parish
Saint Vincent de PauI Society, the parish Third Wortd Group, the parish Bereavement
Group. May God reward you att!

On a personal note, I shoutd like to thank all those who have sent me cards and gifts at this
time. I am truly humbted. I look forward to opening these on Christmas afternoon with my
famity. i wish a[[ our parishioners a Holy and Happy Christmas, and some time to retax with
your famity and friends" Father McGachey, Parish Priest

CONGRATULATIONS TO FATHER FRANK DOUGAN

On your behatf, I woutd like to offer our congratutations and best wishes to Father Frank
Dougan, Parish Priest of Our Lady of Lourdes, our near neighbour, who on Friday was

nominated by Pope Francis as the new Bishop of Gattoway Diocese.

Reacting to his appointment, Father Dougan said "l am humbted and more than a tittte bit
neryous that Pope Francis has asked me to take on this office. I feel confident however
that I witl not be atone in spreading the joy of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I witt be joining
with every singte person in Gattoway Diocese atl of whom have a rote to ptay, my rote being
just one of them. With God's grace and the deep faith of the Church in Gattoway, we can

continue to buitd on the sotid foundations left by those who have come before us, stretching
back to Saint Ninian who first ptanted the seeds of the Christian faith in Scottand here in
Gattoway. My mothei- v/as from Ayr, and I spent many chitdhood surnmers here, so you coutd
say there is a littte bit of coming home for me! But most importantty, we must proctaim a
Church where everyoile can feel at home and welcomed." We wish hirn wett and promise
him our prayerfu[ support.



SAINT MARGARET'S ADOPTION AND CHILD CARE

Donations at the Crib witt go to the Saint Margaret's Adoption and Chitd Care Society. Ptease
be generous as you atways are.

STALL

ti.ie Jarruary eol[tol'l oI "My CIay Dy aay' iS Orl Sare aL [lle )tatt, prlceo t'l.UU. I ne Oroer-ed

statues of the Steeping Saint Joseph have arrived and can be cottected at the back of the
Church.

CALENDAR

The days of Christmas Week are known as Octave of Christmas. Like
Easter, Christmas is fo[towed by eight days of sotemn and joyous
celebration which wit[ end on January 1st with the Feast of Mary, the
Mother of God. Saint Stephen is honoured on Tuesday. Known as the
'Proto-Martyr', he was the first fottower of the Lord to be martyred.
Saint John the Apostle and Evangelist is remembered on Wednesday.
Described in his Gospel as the "betoved discipte" who rested on Our
tord's side during the Last Supper. The Holy lnnocents - the male
chitdren of Judea who were staughtered at Herod's order in his search
for the Christ-chitd - whose feast fatts on Thursday. Friday is the
memorial of Saint Thomas Beckett (pictured). He r^ras the Archbishop of Canterbury who
was i<ilted in 1170 by the King Henry li's solcirers, after the king exclaimed "Who witl ricJ

me of this turbutent priest?"

CHruSTMAS FAYRH RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS

Thank you to a[[ those who took part in the Christmas Fayre last Sunday, which, despite
the bad weather, was very wet[ attended. A speciai thanks is due too to the group of
parishioners who hetped to plan and organise the event. The Farish Christmas Raifte was
drawn dui"ing the Fayre. The fottowiltg were prize winners:

'tr't Frize - e500 - George Paterson
2nd Frize - trontnurn and Mason Hamper - [-iam AAcGt-ligan

3'd Frize - Luxury [-{amper - Brian Cuntey
4th Prize - -fohnnie Watker Btue Labet Whisky - Jol.til eassidy
Sth Frize - ehoco[ates - Anne Kane
{ot\'r p";7^ - A Cateirdar i:y Frank i,{cCahe - iAa.;:-ee;-, R.eic

SUNDAY 7th JANUARY : SOLEAANITY OF THE EPIPI-IANY

It has been the eustom't or: thts Sunday to take up a retiring cottectron for- the Justice and

FUNDRAISER COFFEE,ttORNING

On Sunciay 21ut January 2024, after 9.30am and 1 1.30arn Masses, to hetp raise funds for The
Prince and Princess of Wates Hospice. Everyone is very wetcome to pop into the hatl for a

cup of tea or coffee and some home baking to hetp raise funds for the Hospice. There wilt
atso be a raffte.



PLEASE REMEMBER THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS

SlCK - Ctare (Storach) Keane, Drew and Monica McShane, Catherine Morris, Amanda Sherwood, Mary Easton,
Pat McEtroy, Patricia Wiltiamson, Jean O'Neit, Mary Connor (Canada), Steven Hotiway, Margaret Rose

McMahon, Richard O'Donnett, Owen O'Donnetl, Jean Lafferty, Frank Kirk, Jimmy Waite, Mary O'Brien,
Margaret Murphy, Father Pierre Potie (France), Therese Martin, Father Bitt Tottan.

RECENTLY DEAD - Etizabeth Spicer (Funerat4th January at 10am), Kenneth Woods (Funeral in the Heritage
l-uneral Parlol.rr, rrioay Z9'r' l)ecember 1115am), Maureen 0'Keane.

MONTHS MINDS, ANNIVERSRIES AND CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCES - Patrick Henratty, Morison Henratty,
Peter Berry, Mary Berry, Georgina Mittar, Atexandra McGovern, Littian Cattam, Francis McGtynn, Sarah

McGtynn, James McSortey, Jane McSorley, Mary Attan, James Attan, Peter Altan, Andrew Strain, Chartie and
NetLie Strain, Con and Mary Campbett, John Campbet[, Bernie and Cetia Ketty, Pat McGintey, Owenie
McFadden sen., Owenie McFadden jnr., Maureen Donnetty, Strain, Campbell and Boyte Famities, Heten

Spicer, Margaret Purdie, Robert Purdie, Purdie Famity, Catherine Crews, John Crews, Catherine Slaven,
Heten McCann, Pau[ Dyet, May Kurdett, Anna Murphy, Tony Rooney, Jack and Babs Ketty, Gerry Ketty, John
Mutdoon, David Btake, Joseph Btake, Rena Blake, Pau[ Ridge, Patrick Ridge, Margaret Shietds, John and
Margaret McAuley, Hugh and Theresa Docherty, Shuggy Docherty, James and Kathteen Dunn, McEntaggart
Famity, Phyttis (Phitomena) Boyle, Patty, Hugh, Mary, Hugh, Kathleen, Vincent, Maureen, Gerry McGorry,
Theresa Ramsden, Agnes, John, Rosemary Madden, Jeanette and James McGorry, Martin Stirting, Eteanor

Stirting, Gerard Kennedy, Margaret-Anne Kennedy, Patrick Leddy, Tony and Susan Lynam, BiLt and Mary

Kane, Anne Usai, Neit and Anna McGintey, Kathleen and Hugh McGarvey, John and NeiI Lynam, James

Lynam, James and Bridget McGonigte, Rose and John Reitty. MichaeL Tracy, Denjs and Otive Tracy, Otivia
Anderson, James and Margaret Qujnn, James Qujnn, Harry Findtay, Bernadette Lynch, RachetLynch, Storach

Famity and Friends, Stewart Wittiamson, lan WiItiamson, Papa Robertson, Max Jones, Peter Gough, Tommy,
Anne and Thomas Ftaherty, John M. Muldoon, Margaret M. Mutdoon, Etizabeth B. Richard, Atan Richmond,

Sister Sheita Ctancy, Canon Michaet Ryan, Ma;-y Sn-iitie, George and Annie Mclettan, Hugh and Joan

Mclaughtin, John Ketty, Barbara Ketty, Josephine Ketty, Geratd Ketty, Tom Lochrin, David and Evetyn Knight,

Chas and Jane Anne Lochrin, Knight, Lochrin, Metvin and Duffy families, David Cook, Andrew, Annie and

John McShane, James and Annje Kennedy, May Smith, Robin Lyon, Mi-and Mrs Harvie, Eddy Harvie, Mr and

Mrs Cattaghan, James McCabe, Mary Agnes McCabe, PauI McCabe, John McEnaney, Davjdson Family,

McDonatd Famil.y, Bonner Famity, Ctaire and Jim Fox, Ratph Kurdetl, May Kurdett, Noe[ Kurdett, Terry

Cassidy, Burke Famity, Dynan Famity, Tennant Famity, Aitken Famity, Duncan McSporran, BitI Mclaren,
Dyl.an Affieck, Twigg Famity, James McVittje, Helen and Robert Hendry, John Corrigan, Vincent Corrigan,

John Connor, Tiity Coyte, Gina and Francoise Martinez, Frank Armstrong, Gina Muirhead, Jim and Sandra

Boyd, Tony Rooney, PhytLis and Pat McCl,uskey, lsobet Murray, Anna Morgan, Heten and Peter Orsie, Lisa

Orsie, M; and Mrs Dowds, Fteetwood Famity and Friends, George Maclettan, Margaret Sinctair McCrear,

Davie Btake, Bernadette Mehigan, Cornetius Mehigan, George Phimister, Queenie Phimister, Wittiam Magitt,

Brother Raymond Hynes OFM, Francis Gabriet McNeitt, Etizabeth Patricia McNeit, Jim Graham, Wittiam,

Margaret, Wittiam, Jim Graham, lsabelta and Robert Kinghorn, iames and Margaret Paterson, Cathie Rett,

Anne Caird, David Drennan, George Stevenson, James Stevenson, Heten and Wiltiam Stevenson, lna and

Louis l-ennon, Edward Lennon, Atice Murphy, Josephine Maute, ..lohn Maute, Eiteen McGuigan, James

McGuigan, l,4aria Conway, Peter Reitty, Jo Reitty, Ann Spicer, Michaet Spicer, Catherine Tamburrini, Mario

Tamburrini, Robert Tamburrini, Gait McFadclyen, Altan Hendry, ;ohn Mitchelt, Robert Robertson, Edwarcj

C'Pray sen., Edwai'ci 0'Pray jrir., Mari< O'Pray, Tommy, Bar:rey ano'i;{an,ie McGee, Michaei Todd, -!oe and

May Watsorr, Cilta anci Peten Gordon, Fat and Cnetta Watson, Baby Daniet, Edward and Annemarie O'Pray,

Sarah and t',ieit NicGr"eady, Father McNamee, Bishop Ward, Sister' Sheria, Fatirer Ryan, Father Mclthone,

Flaherty Far-i-riiy, Gat.[agher framil.y, O'Hara Fanri[1r, Mar\./, Eddie, -iohn and Ma,1ge 0'Brien, E[ien Morat'1,
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iiossack, i ol-iniei- i:a,ruity, /vicDern"lot:t iranrilyr, f/ioor"]ey Farni[y, ;o.iriachie Faii'nir"y, i3.r"owli i:61111ly, A.i.2,.'i

Paterson, Patricx, t3r'idget anrc! Sadie Skef'f,ingtor:, 
-i-erry Gai.laghei', Br'ian Gai[agher.
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